
From: Wouters, Brad  
Sent: April 2, 2020 11:36 AM 
To: All Users - UHN <AllUsers-UHN@uhn.on.ca> 
Subject: Research shutdown – where we’re at 
 
Dear TeamUHN, 
 
A little over two weeks ago, we announced a suspension of non-essential research at UHN. Since then, 
virtually all other universities and research hospitals have followed suit. The municipal, provincial and 
federal governments have also instituted increasing levels of restrictions to enforce physical distancing 
as a means to mitigate spread and slow the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
We initially implemented a three-week suspension period until April 6, 2020; however, we will not be 
able to resume on-site non-essential activity on this date. As such, we are extending the suspension of 
on-site non-essential research to at least May 4, 2020 as UHN and Toronto manage the COVID-19 
situation. We should all be prepared for the possibility of the need to extend the suspension even 
further at that time. I know that this will cause some anxiety, but please know that we are monitoring 
the situation daily along with our TAHSN colleagues, and are planning concerted efforts to help mitigate 
the risks associated with this reduced activity and to plan for returning to work once we are ready.  
 
What we’re working on: 

 Aligning all of our actions with those from the University of Toronto, TAHSN members and CAHO 
members to the greatest extent possible 

 Advocating the provincial and federal governments for support to minimize the effects of this 
pandemic on the research hospital sector, the innovation ecosystem and the bioeconomy 

 Developing contingency plans and strategies for mitigating the financial impact to the research 
enterprise 

 Hosting weekly research town halls to answer your questions and provide updates; beginning 
next week, April 8, 2020 at 11am, we will be hosting regular town hall sessions on Wednesdays 
at 11am with research leadership to answer your research-related questions (livestream links 
will be updated weekly here; Slido link here with event code #UHNRES-COVID) 

 Leading and collaborating on critical new research on COVID-19 and new ways to share data and 
information 

 
What you can do: 

 For PIs, continue to engage your research teams and mentor your trainees remotely 

 For trainees, continue to work on your projects remotely, analyze data and write theses/papers 

 For all eligible staff, we will be enhancing our Research Redeployment Centre to include 
redeployment towards either clinical or essential research projects. More information on this 
will be available shortly – stay tuned.  

 Keep checking our research intranet COVID-19 site and your emails for updates 
 
We’ll get through this together. Keep asking questions through Slido and I look forward to sharing 
updates and new developments at our next town hall. 
 
Brad 
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