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Toronto, Ontario, Canada MaRS Centre, Toronto

Technology Development & Commercialization, the research commercialization arm of the University Health Network, 

is located at the MaRS Centre, in the heart of Torontoõs Discovery District 



Transforming Healthcare

The three hospitals of the University Health 

Network ðToronto Western, Toronto 

General, and Princess Margaret ðshare a long 

and storied history of transforming healthcare in 

their local communities, across Canada and 

around the world. 

High-impact examples from UHN hospitals 

include the discovery of insulin, the use of 

radiation to treat cancer, the identification of 

stem cells, and more recent advances in image-

guided therapeutic strategies.

Today, UHN staff continue to deliver exemplary 

patient care, while seeking answers to the most 

important health research questions: What 

would make a real difference in the lives of our 

patients? What could change everything?

The UHN office of Technology Development & 

Commercializationworks with inventors at UHN 

research labs and hospitals to drive the most 

promising discoveries forward to patient impact. 
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Message from the
UHN President & CEO 

and Vice President Research
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We are pleased to introduce this Report from the office 

of Technology Development & Commercialization (TDC) 

at the University Health Network (UHN). At UHN, the work 

of our staff, day after day, is focused on delivering the 

best care for our patients, our community and the world. 

Our hospitals have long practiced the delivery of care 

alongside the development of better ways to deliver 

care; developing new procedures, new devices and new 

therapeutics that transform lives.

For many years, healthcare in Canada was viewed strictly 

as an expense, rather than as a social and economic 

investment. Yet today, the prevailing view of healthcare 

is undergoing a transformation from expenditure to 

asset. Our world-leading healthcare system attracts and 

retains a measurable base of talent, investment, and 

partnerships. This is an immense and growing source of 

economic and social value.

The TDC team, under Dr. Brian Barberõs leadership, is 

expanding UHNõs òfootprintó of impact as a research 

hospital ðeconomically,  socially, and most 

importantly, in the lives of our patients. Our research 

community is a diverse and multidisciplinary $248 

million enterprise, encompassing domains from clinical 

and health services research, to basic biomedical 

discovery, to the development of software and medical 

devices to improve care delivery. The mandate of Brian 

and his team is no less than working to transform this 

activity into patient-ready technologies. 

TDC has made incredible progress in bridging the gap 

from innovation to impact. Several success stories are 

profiled in this Report, with many more examples 

underway. 

We look forward to seeing the efforts of TDC continue to 

expand our impact, tomorrow and in the years ahead.

Sincerely, 

Robert S. Bell, MDCM, MSc, FACS, FRCSC

President and Chief Executive Officer

ChristopherJ. Paige, PhD

Vice President, Research

University Health Network

Dr. Robert Bell (left) and 

Dr. Christopher Paige


