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UHN Human Tissue Committee

The University Health Network Human Tissue Committee (UHN HTC) was established to ensure all research involving human tissue meets the highest scientific standards and complies with the Tri Council Policy Statement of Ethical Conduct for Research Involving Humans (section 10). The UHN HTC will also comply with the guidelines provided by the Ontario Hospital Act (Regulation 965, Section 31).

Authority

The UHN HTC will function as a sub-committee of the University Health Network Research Ethics Board (UHN REB) and will follow the REB Operating Procedures and Terms of Reference as required.

Terms of Reference

The UHN HTC is responsible for:

1. Ensuring all proposals involving the use of all banked or archived human tissue for scientific research be reviewed and inventoried in a secure fashion to comply with the Tri Council Policy and UHN Tissue Policy.

2. Develop policy and recommend to REB approval of application for use of Human Tissue, as required.

3. Act as a resource for the UHN REB for protocols involving the use of Human Tissue, as required.

Informed Consent

Implementation for the use of the “UHN Consent for Use of Tissue, Blood and Body Fluids for Future Research” will be June 7, 2004.

Reporting Relationships

The UHN HTC will report to and provide minutes from their monthly meetings to the UHN REB and the Pathologist-in-Chief at UHN.

Membership

The UHN HTC membership is comprised of the following individuals. The REB chair, minimum of two members from the UHN Pathology Department, minimum of one Clinical Scientist, one basic Scientist, and an additional representative from Laboratory Medicine. 

Ad hoc committee members will be designated from each Cancer Site group as well as a core of clinical representatives will be appointed to attend each monthly meeting, as required.

Meetings

The UHN HTC will meet on a monthly basis, with a minimum of 8 meetings per year.

Members are expected to attend at lest 50% of the meetings. Quorum for the meeting will consist of not less than three members. Alternatively, the Chair of the UHN HTC will be required to call upon a consultation with absent members, with relevant expertise, to address the business of the meeting.

Conflict of Interest

Members of the University Health Network Human Tissue Committee must disclose any real or potential conflict of interest that they may have in a research proposal under review. They should not be present for any discussion and decision about that proposal.

Records 

Minutes of each meeting shall be prepared and maintained by a member of the UHN HTC, designated as secretariat and submitted to the UHN REB within 10 days of the meeting. The minutes will document attendance and all relevant discussion regarding proposals.

Reference Guidelines

In accordance with the UHN REB.
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